What We Wiill Be

For Full Tiered Level Orchestra and Chorus

Danielle Williams



For the Massachusetts El Sistema Comission Competition
January, 2015

Program Notes:

The moment a child holds their instrument for the first time, the possibilities of where music
will take them are endless. As music educators, we have the chance to see the excitement,
challenges, and joy children experience as they grow both as musicians and people.
In the philosophy of El Sistema, these musical journeys empower children and help to develop their
character, behavior, and leadership abilities.

“What We Will Be” is meant to capture this spirit by empowering young musicians to be self-driven
leaders and artists through music making. Prepared with the goal of performance without a conductor,
students are challenged to collaborate as teammates to bring this piece to life.

It begins as if at the start of a concert when the orchestra members are all chatting,
fiddling on their instruments, and preparing for the tuning note. This tuning 'A' can be
played by a flute, oboe, or concertmaster. Though the audience may believe
the orchestra is merely tuning, the music quickly blossoms into a harmony of open 5ths,
out of which a rhythmic motive appears played by the keyboard percussion.
Listeners will suddenly realize that the piece has grown out of this simple yet
fundamental note, just as all musical knowledge begins with the of learning one's first note.

The choral moments of “What We Will Be” poses a philosophical question, both to the children
performing and to the audience listening -- where will music take us?
How will education and musical experiences shape the lives of these children?
It's up to us as musicians, educators, parents, and a community to provide
the nurturing love and support that inspire and shape who these children will someday be.

Instrumentation:

Flutes T and 2 (Can be doubled by Oboes)
Clarinets 1 and 2
Alto Saxophone 1 and 2
Trumpets in Bb 1 and 2
Trombone
Tuba

Snare Drum
Triangle
Bass Drum
Crash Cymbal
Xylophone
Marimba

Violin 1
Violin 2
Violin Beginner Level
Viola 1
Viola Beginner Level
Violincello 1
Violincello Beginner Level
Double Bass

Unison Chorus (To be sung by choir or orchestra musicians)

Other materials necessary: No. 2 Pencils (see m. 57)
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